WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

GATHERING MUSIC “The King of Love, My Shepherd Is”

Cynthia Holzheimer, organist

Trad. Irish Melody
arr. Peter Pindar Stearns
WELCOME, ANNOUNCMENTS, CENTERING MOMENT The Rev. Dr. James Butler
* UNISON INTROIT

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three persons—blessed Trinity.

* OPENING RESPONSES Terry Dugan
We gather in the name of the Triune God, the mighty and merciful One.
May God’s name be praised forever.
Your love is higher than the heavens; your faithfulness never ends.
We gather this morning under the shelter of your wings, O Lord.
Here we will feast on your word and at this table of grace.
Refresh us and feed us with the cup of salvation and the bread of life.
* HYMN 525 “Let Us Break Bread Together” LET US BREAK BREAD
* ACCLAMATION AND PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Beloved in Christ: God is with us!
We are not alone!

CALL TO CONFESSION AND SILENT REFLECTION

UNISON CONFESSION

Creator God, from you nothing is hidden. You know us as we are and love us still. We
bring the faith that is in us as well as the doubt. We bring the joy that is in us as well
as our deep regrets. Help us to commend all of it into your care, trusting that in your
mercy and loving kindness, that you will bless the good we have done and forgive the
rest. By your grace, help us to rise this day to new life, forgiven and set free. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

WE LISTEN FOR GOD'S WORD

FIRST LESSON Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 (Pew Bible, O.T. p.581)

SOLO He That Is Down Need Fear No Fall Ralph Vaughan Williams
Diane Menges, soloist arr. Neil Jenkins

* GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 14:13-21 (Pew Bible, N.T. p.16)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

DEPARTING SONG (Hymn 418, V.1)

Softly and tenderly, Jesus is calling—calling for you and for me.

See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching—watching for you and for me.
Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home.

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling “O sinner, come home!”

SERMON “What’s in Your Backpack?” Dr. Butler

nm

“Jesus said, ‘They do not have to go away hungry. You give them something to eat.

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD
* HYMN 509 “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” HOLY MANNA
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us, this day, our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY “For the Beauty of the Earth”
Kathy Sands by Conrad Kocher arr. Victor Labenske



* DOXOLOGY (Hymn 606)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND INVITAION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION (see insert)

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

* HYMN 498 “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken” BEACH SPRING
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

DEPARTING MUSIC “March” Grg F. Handel (1685-1759)

The people are welcome to depart or remain seated while the Departing Music is played.

Our Mission
To extend the gracious welcome of God in Jesus Christ through worship,
service and spiritual growth in a supportive community of faith.
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